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songs their mothers would have sung to them if the industry
had been as well organised as it is now. All that the modern
ballad-makers can do was better done by Stephen Foster than
it is ever done to-day.
So we have to fall back on the real artists, on the men and
women who are willing to follow their spirit where :t iisteth.
And it is hard to discriminate, hard for the critic and hard for
the common reader. Even the toughness and brutality, the
crudity of language may become as much of a convention
as the prudery of a generation ago. Mr. Cole Porter has truly
asserted:
Good authors, too, who once knew better words,
Now only use four-letter words,
Writing prose
Anything goes.
And there was a great deal to be said, too, for the young
woman who remarked, " Oh, I never thought anybody said
those things. I thought they only appeared in books."
This is not the place (or it would be as easy as it is tempting)
to praise contemporary American literature, so abundant, so
varied, so courageous, so entertaining, so much the senior
partner now in the English-speaking world. But it has not
yet done what is necessary for national unification. It has
not provided what Mr. G. M. Young rightly credited Mr.
H, G. Wells with providing a generation ago in England, a
new Cortegiano, a picture and standard of the modern world
that neither crushed energy and optimism nor was so sugar-
coated and irrelevant as to drive the young off in angry
derision.
VI
IN America the role of the farmer has been historically as
important, almost, as it has been emotionally.   The land
that was settled, cleared, tilled was the creation of the
farmer and a creation in most areas that was quite recent in
time. In Europe the basic work was done hundreds even thous-
ands of years ago; some historians might remember the role of